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YOUNG PLAYER & PARENT GUIDE 

THE STONESFIELD WAY | SEASON 2026–27 
 

Keep this guide. Use TeamFeePay and your team manager for team-specific details. 

Football should be safe, enjoyable and open to everyone. 
At Stonesfield FC, players learn through ball time, small games, teamwork, brave 
decisions and the freedom to make mistakes. 

 

1 The Stonesfield Way 
Promise What it looks like 

Enjoy it Bring energy, join in and help football stay fun. 

Be brave Try skills, make decisions and learn from mistakes. 

Be a teammate Pass, move, communicate and help in attack and defence. 

Show respect Be kind to teammates, opponents, referees, coaches and spectators. 

Keep learning Listen, ask questions, practise and use both feet. 

2 Mickey Lewis and our Club legacy 
Play hard. Play fair. Enjoy the game. Mickey Lewis shared his love of football with Stonesfield and inspired many young players 
and coaches. The Club keeps that spirit alive through courage, teamwork, effort and respect. 

3 What players can expect 
• A safe session with at least two suitable adults and clear boundaries. 
• Coaching that is positive, age-appropriate and focused on development rather than fear of mistakes. 
• A fair chance to play, improve and be included. 
• Clear information through parents/carers and official Club channels. 
• Adults who listen and act if you say you are hurt, worried, uncomfortable or unsafe. 

TeamFeePay – one place for Club information 
PARENTS / CARERS 

• Join through the Club's registration or invitation link. 
• Keep contact, medical and consent details current. 
• Pay fees and see receipts and upcoming payments. 

TEAM INFORMATION 
• Check training, matches, venues and updates. 
• Respond to event invitations and availability requests. 
• Where enabled, invite another guardian to receive routine 

schedules and messages. 

TeamFeePay: teamfeepay.com  |  Club messages stay with parent/carer or approved group channels. 

4 Training and matchday – what to do 
When Player action 

Before Respond to the TeamFeePay event invitation. Arrive on time with kit, shin pads, suitable boots, water and any agreed 
medication. Tell an adult about an injury or health issue. 

Warm-up Join in, listen and prepare your body. Ask if you do not understand. 

During Work hard, try skills, help teammates and accept decisions. Only coaches give team instructions. 

Respect No swearing at, threatening, bullying or discriminating against anyone. Do not argue with the referee. 

After Thank the referee and opposition, collect your equipment, tell an adult about any injury and leave the area tidy. 

5 Parents and carers – make the touchline better 
DO 

• Encourage effort, teamwork and skills from both teams. 
• Let coaches coach and the referee. 
• Keep contact, medical and availability information current in 

TeamFeePay. 
• Volunteer with set-up, goals, transport or Club events where 

possible. 

DO NOT 
• Shout instructions, criticise players or question every decision. 
• Approach or intimidate a referee - many youth referees are 

young people. 
• Smoke or vape beside the playing area. 
• Use abusive, threatening, discriminatory or disruptive 

behaviour. 

https://teamfeepay.com/


 

 
Version 1.1 | Updated 20 August 2026 | Review July 2027 Page 2 

Behaviour standard  Poor behaviour by anyone associated with the Club will not be tolerated. This includes behaviour at football 
activities, online and in the Stonesfield Sports and Social Club. 

6 Safety and safeguarding 
Situation What happens 

Something feels 
wrong Tell a parent/carer, coach or the Club Welfare Officer. You will be listened to. 

Messages Youth players should not receive private one-to-one messages from a coach. TeamFeePay messages must use 
parent/carer or approved group channels. 

Head injury If in doubt, sit it out. Leave play immediately; do not return that day; tell a parent/carer and seek medical advice. 

Emergency Move back, make space and follow adult instructions. A trained adult may call 999 and use the AED. 
 

7 What changes in 2026–27? 
FutureFit The game grows with the player. Smaller formats are used for longer so players get more touches, more decisions and more 
time involved. 

Age Maximum format What you will notice 

U7 Up to 3v3 No goalkeeper; everyone plays; short games; restarts may be passed or dribbled in. 

U8–U9 Up to 5v5 No deliberate heading or offside; pass/dribble-ins; retreat line; power play. 

U10–U11 Up to 7v7 No deliberate heading or offside; pass/dribble-ins; retreat line; power play. 

U12–U13 Up to 9v9 Heading, throw-ins and offside are introduced. 

U14+ Up to 11v11 Full-size format and competition rules for the age group. 

Other rules to recognise 
• When being substituted, leave quickly at the nearest safe boundary point; the referee may use a 10-second limit. 
• After on-field injury assessment/treatment, a player may need to stay off for one minute after the restart. Safety exceptions 

apply. 
• If a referee counts down five seconds because a throw-in or goal kick is being delayed, the other team can receive the restart. 
• A cooling-off period means everyone follows the referee immediately, moves to the instructed area and helps the match calm 

down. 
• Your league may adapt rules by age. Listen to the referee and your coach before kick-off. 

Learn more: FutureFit  |  FA 2026–27 law changes 

8 Our three youth leagues 
League Use it for Current links Manager action 

WDYFL Local Witney and West Oxfordshire 
youth football. Fixtures/results 

Ask your manager which division 
applies. 

OYFL Oxfordshire-wide youth football. League website 
Fixtures/results Use Full-Time for the latest fixture. 

OGFL Girls youth football across Oxfordshire. Fixtures/results and rules 

Welcome Pack and rules are on 
Full-Time. 

 

9 Support, improvement and emergency learning 
GET BETTER 

• Play 1v1, 2v2 and 3v3 with friends. 
• Practise receiving, passing and turning. 
• Use both feet. 
• Watch how players move before and after a pass. 
• Ask one useful question each session. 
• Sleep, recover and speak up about pain or illness. 

 

GET HELP 
• Club Welfare Officer: Tom Flanigan 
• Email: tom.flanigan@oxfordbiopharma.com 
• Phone: 07989 382317 
• Club Secretary: Adrian Reeves – 07902 334881 
• In an immediate danger or medical emergency, call 

999. 
Club policies and incident form 

 
  

https://www.englandfootball.com/futurefit
https://www.thefa.com/football-rules-governance/lawsandrules/laws/football-11-11/law-changes-explained
https://fulltime.thefa.com/index.html?league=582882876
https://www.oyfl.co.uk/
https://fulltime.thefa.com/index.html?league=6306575
https://fulltime.thefa.com/index.html?league=7702944
https://stonesfieldstrikers.com/documents-and-policies/
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10 Free Sudden Cardiac Arrest module 
For parents, coaches, volunteers and older players  England Football Learning offers a free online module, about 50 minutes long, 
to help people recognise sudden cardiac arrest and respond appropriately. 

Sudden Cardiac Arrest module 
Open link 

Club policies and emergency plans 
Open link 

11 Key links 
Club website Club documents and policies  

FutureFit  Concussion guidance  

Oxfordshire FA league directory  TeamFeePay  

 

https://learn.englandfootball.com/courses/medical/sudden-cardiac-arrest
https://stonesfieldstrikers.com/documents-and-policies/
https://stonesfieldstrikers.com/
https://stonesfieldstrikers.com/documents-and-policies/
https://www.englandfootball.com/futurefit
https://www.englandfootball.com/concussion
https://www.oxfordshirefa.com/leagues-and-clubs/county-leagues
https://teamfeepay.com/
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